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I think much Christian theology has become virtually overtaken by 
the view that salvation is essentially something to do with our 
individual souls, and our journey to heaven.  What has got lost is the 
truth of the redemption of all things in Christ, the Wisdom of God in 
whom all things hold together, in whom all things are reconciled to 
God, and in whom heaven and earth are joined.  We need to recover 
the way of Wisdom, the way of the Spirit.  This is our human 
responsibility as God’s image-bearers, in union with Christ and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  It is also the pathway to human flourishing 
and the healing of all creation.

The Rt Revd Dr David Atkinson
in “Climate Change and the Gospel”



Time to act

• National C of E Environment Group

• Diocesan Environmental Policies and action

• Personal lifestyles and commitments



Your Gospel is too small......
To proclaim 
the Good 
News of the 
Kingdom

To teach, 
baptise and 
nurture 
new 
believers

To respond to 
human need by 
loving service

To transform unjust structures of society, 
to challenge violence of every kind and 
pursue peace and reconciliation

To strive to safeguard the integrity 
of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth

The Five Marks of Mission



Worship & Prayer

Action Reflection

An holistic 
approach 
to theology



Proclaiming the Gospel afresh 
in each generation

• Your understanding of the Gospel?

• Your understanding of this generation



Truth seeking post 
post modernism / 
aka Fake News

Sources of identity 
and purpose

AI / Big Data / 
Genetics / ETI

Theodicy / 
suffering and evil

Justice / poverty / 
inequality

Science and 
religion

Environment / 
Climate change

Inter faith engagement 
/ Pluralism

Materialistic atheism 
/ naturalism

Big currents today / our generation?



The Gospel is ……

• God is

• God loves

• God, Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have     

eternal life



Current Church responses

• Church growth emphasis

• Fresh Expressions

• Mission Action Plans

• Straplines & logos



Cosmic Covenant

God

Earth Humanity



Grandeur of God

“I am who I am”



O Lord our governor, how glorious is your name in all the world!

You have founded a stronghold against your foes, that you might still the 
enemy and the avenger.

When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars that you have ordained,

What is man, that you should be mindful of him;
the  son of man, that you should seek him out?

You have made him little lower than the angels
and crown him with glory and honour.

Psalm 8



Cosmic Christ
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through 
him and for him.

He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he 
might come to have first place in everything.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his cross.

Col 115-20



Theological 
building 
blocks



Some key theological ideas

Word of God John I

Spirit of God Romans 8 18-25

Wisdom of God Proverbs 8 / Job

Salvation of God Ephesians 1 9-10, 13

Resurrection Order 1 Corinthians 15 22-25



Themes from Laudato Si

• Radical reappraisal of our culture of consumption

• Inner ecological conversion

• Lifestyle / praxis changes



National Environment Working Group

Coordinating and developing 

the Church of England’s engagement with 

environment and climate change issues



Prayer & spirituality

Theology & learning

Practice & action

Creation, Salvation, 
Resurrection, 

Five Marks of Mission 

Resources for sermons and schools, 
study groups, Alpha/Pilgrim 
courses, theological training, 

continuing ministerial 
development

Prayer 
& environment/cosmos

Resources for worship & 
Creationtide, hymnody/music, 

artwork/imagery

Orthodoxy, 
orthopraxis links

Eco Churches & Diocese, Mission 
Action Plans & Environment, 

Investment/Property/Energy/
Travel/Campaigning

Links to Liturgical Year: Advent, Incarnation, 
Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, Trinity 

Economy and Environment, especially
Catholic and Anglican social teaching



Theology / Spirituality

Science Politics



How can we raise awareness of the 
implications of climate change in our 

churches and the wider world?



The Collect for Christ the King

Eternal Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven

that he might rule over all things as Lord and King:

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit

and in the bond of peace,

and bring the whole created order to worship at his feet;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.


